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To subscribe to receiving Focus directly to your email inbox, please contact 

stmarystadcaster@gmail.com with the subject ‘Digital Focus’
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DCG TREE SURGERY 
LTD

All types of  tree work undertaken

Felling, hedge cutting, pruning, 
woodchipping, root removal, herbicide 

application and planting

Cheap firewood logs for sale

Landscaping service also available

01937 918057
or

07787 553419

If  quality at a competitive price counts, call 
us for a free quote

All work fully insured
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Would your business 
like to advertise here?

Prices from £40

Contact 
stmarysfocus@gmail.com 

for more details
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OPENING TIMES

Monday 10am - 12.30pm
Tuesday - Friday 10am - 3pm

Saturday 10am - 12pm

Located at the Boys’ Sunday 
School, Alongside St. Mary’s 
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Seasons of remembrance and celebration.

Since the last time I wrote for this magazine, the life of our whole 
nation has irrevocably changed. On the 8th September the people of 
this country and across the world, mourned the loss of Her Late 
Majesty Queen Elizabeth II, and the end of an incredible 70 year 
reign. 

For the great majority of us Elizabeth II was the only monarch we had 
ever known, having celebrated the Platinum Jubilee just a few months 
earlier. Yet as I write this it has just been announced that the 
Coronation of King Charles III who ascended to the throne on the 
passing of his mother, is planned to take place on Saturday 6th May 
2023. A date to put into all of our diaries and one that I am sure we 
will see celebrated across the Benefice!

I think that finding ourselves between these two hugely significant 
events, is a reminder for all of us of the way that time passes us all 
by, and how one season passes on into the next. 

I also find that this time of year is especially notable for 
this in what we see in the world around us. Autumn 
leaves continuing to fall from the trees in their rich 
hues of russet and gold, the distinctive and beautiful 
smell of petrichor after it rains, and the bite of the 
temperature dropping yet with an autumn or winter's 
watery sun – low in the sky, can all provoke feelings of 
nostalgia in one's heart. With thoughts and memories 
of the years past stirred up once more.

At the very end of last month (Sunday 30th October at 4pm) we 
commemorated All Souls with our annual 'Remembering and 
Thanksgiving' service at St Mary's Tadcaster, remembering the lives 
of our own loved-ones who have left this life before us, whether they 
died recently or many years ago. This occasion is a reminder that the 
love of God transcends beyond the changing seasons, or indeed 
anything that we can imagine, and that each person in their own time 
is invited to share in God's eternal kingdom.
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But the season of remembering then finds it's way 
into November itself, with Remembrance Sunday 

falling this year on the 13th, and as ever, our 
Benefice churches will mark this hugely important 
occasion – for both the life of the church and the 

nation. 

This particular Sunday will also mark it being almost 
exactly a year of my being licenced to serve in 
ministry within the Tadcaster Benefice. With 

remembering being the theme of this article, the first year of my time 
here has certainly been a memorable whirlwind of new and exciting 
things! 

We have had some brilliant fundraising events, fetes and open days 
across the churches, alongside some new regular social events such 
as More Tea Vicar and our Parish Pint Night. If you haven't joined us 
for these yet, please do come along in the future! All are very 
welcome.

It has been a real and genuine privilege to have been called here to 
serve as the priest for this Benefice, and within the Diocese of York. 
The warm and kind welcome that both myself and my family continue 
to experience has been wonderful, and it has been a joy getting to 
know so many of you. I am very much looking forward to seeing what 
the years ahead within the Benefice have in store for us all. 

And speaking of joyful times, we have our 
annual Christingle services for all the family on 
27th November at St Mary's Tadcaster, and at 
St Mary's Church Fenton. These services are 
always enjoyable and great fun for the children. 
I remember taking part in many Christingles as 
a child, filled with the wonder of Jesus's story 
and His presence as the light of the world - 
something that we can celebrate over the 
darker Winter months ahead of us. 

We started this article talking about the loss of Her Late Majesty 
Queen Elizabeth II. And now, as we come to the end of this piece, 
nostalgia reminds me that alongside my childhood Christingles, the 
Queen's Christmas address was also a constant for me too. Although 
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it may look and feel different this year, we can remember that the 
type of constancy, dependability, and unwavering care shown by Her 
Late Majesty, can be found within the presence of God in our lives. 
God's love is loyal, steadfast, and with us always, at every stage of 
life.

Reverend Paulie Watkin – Vicar.

Find us online, Facebook, and Instagram at:
www.tadcasterbenefice.org
www.facebook.com/TadcasterBenefice
www.instagram.com/tadcasterbenefice

http://www.tadcasterbenefice.org/
http://www.facebook.com/TadcasterBenefice
http://www.instagram.com/tadcasterbenefice
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THURSDAY 

COFFEE 

MORNING

ST MARY’S CHURCH, 
TADCASTER

10 -  11.30 AM

FOLLOWED BY A SHORT 
COMMUNION SERVICE

SEE WHAT’S ON
IN THE TADCASTER BENEFICE 
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There will be special services held on Remembrance Sunday,
13th November, across the Benefice.

10am St Mary’s Tadcaster
followed by Act of Remembrance at the War Memorial

10am St John the Baptist, Kirkby Wharfe
including Act of Remembrance in the extended churchyard

10am St Mary's, Church Fenton
We are joined by the Church Fenton Methodist Chapel for a joint 

service of Remembrance

Focus Subscriptions

There will be no increase in price for the Focus magazine for 2023. 
Individual copies remain at £1 per issue.

Annual subscriptions for 6 copies of the printed magazine remain at £5 and 
are due to be collected with the delivery of the January/February 2023 

issue.

A full colour Digital copy of the magazine is available free of charge via 
email. Please contact the church administrator at 

stmarystadcaster@gmail.com if you would like to move to this method of 
receiving the magazine.

mailto:stmarystadcaster@gmail.com
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Tadcaster Benefice
Crib Services

Christmas Eve - 24th December

4pm at St Mary’s Church Fenton
6pm at St Mary’s Tadcaster

CHRISTINGLE SERVICES

27th November
10am at St Mary’s Church Fenton
3.30pm at St Mary’s Tadcaster

4th December
9am at St Andrew’s Newton Kyme

11th December
6pm at Ulleskelf Village Hall

DONATION APPEAL

On Sunday 27th November, the day of the Tadcaster Christmas 
Market, we will be taking donations of pyjamas for The Clothing Bank. 

Please bring NEW pyjamas and outfits - no toys, thank you - to St 
Mary’s, Tadcaster. Items should not be wrapped to allow families to 

wrap the gifts themselves. Additional information can be found 
overleaf and at https://theclothingbank.org.uk

https://theclothingbank.org.uk/
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Safeguarding is an important part of the life of our churches 
across the Benefice as well as nationwide.
York Diocese Safeguarding Team along with York Minster are 
inviting ministers, parish volunteers and committed church 
members to take part in a week of online sharing, teaching and 
learning, with a view to building a strong safeguarding culture in 
all churches across the Diocese - not so much 'doing 
safeguarding things' as 'doing things in a safe and sound way' 
that enables everyone to flourish.
A variety of events is available each day, do take a look and 
join in if you can. Online events are free to book and will be 
recorded if you are unable join a session that is of particular 
interest.
For more information go to www.dioceseofyork.org.uk/
safeguarding-week

http://www.dioceseofyork.org.uk/safeguarding-week
http://www.dioceseofyork.org.uk/safeguarding-week
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St Mary’s Tadcaster Christmas 
Tree has been obtained from Ian 

Turner’s Carpets of Tadcaster.

Ian Turners Carpets of Tadcaster

2 Station Road, Tadcaster

01937 834664



Eco Tips
We are delighted to announce that St Mary’s, Tadcaster has 
registered to work towards becoming an Eco Church. We hope that 
with a few small changes over the coming months, we will soon be 
able to apply to receive the Bronze award. There is plenty that we 
already do, including using LED lights throughout church, using 
FairTrade products when we serve refreshments, include 
environmental issues in our prayers and referring to climate change and other eco issues in 
sermons. The Bronze award focuses on what we do as a church and there will be some areas we 
need to look at before we can apply, but watch this space! It is hoped that other churches in the 
Benefice will soon follow suit as we commit to following the path that we are called to as stewards 
of God’s creation.

If you want to find out more about Eco Church you can 
look at https://ecochurch.arocha.org.uk/how-eco-
church-works/  There are also handy tips about how we 
can make small changes as individuals. 

For this issue of Focus a couple of things to think about around Christmas:

Sparkly or foil wrapping paper does not biodegrade! Make sure you 
only buy paper wrapping. A tip - if you have children (or just enjoy 

crafting) buy plain paper or brown paper rolls and ask them to 
decorate it – grandparents especially will love this! Or use gift bags – 
they can be repurposed again and again. In our family, it’s a standing 

joke when a recognisable bag resurfaces!

And elsewhere in this issue, you will see details about Church 
Christmas Cards. The sentiment of giving and receiving is just as 
meaningful with one card written to the whole church family, rather 

than wasting precious resources in sending to everyone individually (and no chance of offending 
someone when you forget to give them a card!!)

Likewise, almost immaculate second hand toys are available on so many internet selling sites – a 
good wash and your 3 year old is genuinely not going to know the difference – and we can all do 
with saving pennies this year!

Tricia West
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https://ecochurch.arocha.org.uk/how-eco-church-works/
https://ecochurch.arocha.org.uk/how-eco-church-works/
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The Curate and the Undertaker

The Development of the Telephone
When you think of the development of the telephone, it is Alexander Graham Bell 
that comes to mind. He patented the telephone in 1876.  However, two major 
improvements were the result of the Curate of Bolton Percy and an undertaker 
from Kansas City.

The Curate was Henry Hunnings who moved to Bolton Percy in 1874.  In 1878 
he patented an improved microphone for the telephone. This used carbon 
granules and provided a much clearer sound than before. A diaphragm 
compressed and relaxed the granules changing their electrical resistance. It was to 
remain a standard part of the telephone until the 1980s.  He remained at Bolton 
Percy until 1880.

The undertaker was Almon Brown Strowger. Until 1891, connections between 
telephone users required a telephone operator. Strowger’s business was not doing 
very well so he investigated why. He found that the telephone operator was 
diverting business to her husband who was also an undertaker. His solution was 
to invent the automatic telephone where the user could dial the person they 
wanted rather than asking an operator to make the connection.

This involved inventing the dial which 
converted a number dialed into a number 
of electrical pulses. To make this do 
something useful, he also invented a 
switch which responded to these pulses to 
select the telephone line that was to be 
connected.

This type of telephone system was to 
remain standard until it was gradually 
replaced by electronic exchanges from the 
1980s.

Tadcaster’s first manual exchange was in Wharfe Bank in the building pictured 
until 1910

Tadcaster was to get its first automatic telephone exchange in 1938. This was 
housed in what is now the Royal Mail sorting office in Westfield

For a more detailed article see http://tadhistory.org.uk/breadcrumbs.html 

http://tadhistory.org.uk/breadcrumbs.html
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Christmas Cards, already?
Christmas cards were a Victorian 
addition to our Christmas season, 
enabling us to send the season’s 
greetings to those friends and relations 
we will not be seeing over the holiday. In 
today’s world of social media and all the 
delights that brings us, they only seem 
relevant to the card manufacturers 
themselves.

In pre-Lockdown times we had a board in St. Mary’s, Tadcaster, whereby we 
sent one card to all the friends in the congregation rather than sending 
individual cards. We would like to start this again. Those of you who did this will 
remember individuals would donate in lieu of the cost of the cards and postage. 

We have previously sent donations to several charities including The Place of 
Grace, run by our Mission Partners John and Gillian Robinson in Bangkok, Acts 
435, and St. Mary’s to name but a few. This year’s offering will be donated to 
Martin House Children’s Hospice.

The Christmas card display will be placed in Church from 1st December and 
over the Christmas period.

Brenda Christmas and Rita Raggett

A big thank you to all those who donated their 

time, baking skills and/or money to the Macmillan 

Coffee Morning at St Mary’s Tadcaster on 

Thursday 29th September. We were able to donate 

£75 to Macmillan Cancer Support. 



Selby, North Yorkshire. Abbey Church of St Mary and St 
Germain.
Sunday 2nd Ocotober 2022 in 44m (25-2-20 in D)
1260 Plain Bob Doubles
1 Elliot J Gibb 2 Susan M Webb
3 Angie Gibb 4 Roger S Riley
5 James R Gibb (C) 6 John H Gibb
1st quarter peal and 11th birthday celebrations for the treble.

Rung with his mum, dad and grandpa and the tutors and tower 
captains of Selby and Tadcaster

Elliot rang his first pull on the 
bells at Tadcaster but because 
our bells are heavy, his dad 
took him to Selby where they 
use a light dumb bell to teach 
the learners. It is much easier 
for the younger children.  Now 
Elliot is back at Tadcaster and 
making good progress. He was 
very modest about his 
achievement. Well done Elliot! 

RINGING 
NEWS
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BAPTISMS & MARRIAGES

MARRIAGES

3rd September at St Mary’s, Church Fenton
Roger Henderson & Victoria Blakey

10th September at St Mary’s, Church Fenton
Chris Ibbotson & Hannah Holbrook

15th October at St Mary’s, Church Fenton
William Norris & Suzanne Johnson

22nd October at St Mary’s, Tadcaster
Lance Barratt & Chloe Moorhouse

BAPTISMS

4th September at St Mary’s, Tadcaster
Seth Joshua Paul Lawrance-Wilson

Jacob Peter Wharton
Martha Rose Wharton

2nd October at St Mary’s, Tadcaster
Freya Mae North

9th October at St Mary’s, Church Fenton
Arthur Robert Gardiner



FUNERALS
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Jean HILEY aged 95, formerly of Garnet Lane, Tadcaster.
Funeral at St Mary’s Tadcaster followed by Harrogate Crematorium on 10th August 
2022.
Jean was born in Powderham in Devon in 1927 and moved to Knowle, a village 
outside Budleigh Salterton, when she was quite young, where she was brought up 
with her three brothers Tony, Eric and Christopher. After attending Primary School in 
Budleigh Jean went to Exmouth grammar school, where an active school life was 
enjoyed participating in many school subjects with sports being high on the list. 
Winning prizes in English and reading gave Jean an interest in books that remained 
with her throughout her life. On leaving school, Jean went to work for the Midland 
bank where her potential was recognised and she was given the opportunity to move 
to London. Once in the city, Jean played hockey and scored for the Bank cricket 
teams. Here she met Harry, a keen sportsman and they were married in 1951 in 
Budleigh before settling in Beckenham. Soon after the birth of Roger the couple 
moved to Grantham, Harry’s home town. Whilst here Keith and Andrew were born 
and Jean continued to participate and support the local sports clubs. It was the first 
step which took her northwards with the Bank via Spalding and eventually to 
Tadcaster in 1968. Upon arrival the family lived in part of the Old Vicarage whilst a 
suitable home was found. There they enjoyed the support of the vicar, Donald Burnett 
and his family, who helped them integrate into the local community and Church 
fellowship. At church Jean was one of those unseen heroes that did a lot for the 
church community. She was responsible for the money at the annual church bazaar 
and when the Pram Service began in the 70s, Jean looked after the children in the 
Sunday School so their mothers could go to services. Jean joined the WRVS where 
she delivered meals on wheels for many years, receiving a civic Merit Award; she was 
active with the Inner Wheel supporting their activities and acting at times as Secretary, 
Treasurer and President of the Wetherby Branch; she provided driver support to 
Tadcaster Volunteer Car Service and then took advantage of this service herself once 
she had put away her driving gloves upon reaching the age of 90. In response to 
Roger being saved by a massive blood transfusion when he was 7 following a road 
accident, Jean donated more than 50 pints of blood over the years. Throughout her 
life Jean was committed to staying in touch. Keeping track of all her family always 
remained of paramount interest and importance in a non-digital age that relied on 
the written word and photographs, evidenced by the many letters, cards and photos 
she kept from all over the world. Jean was able to continue this interest in later years 
with the aid of Facebook. Jean always liked going out and visiting new places, 
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including planned adventures with Harry in such diverse locations as France, Scotland 
and Morocco, and, with family members, visiting Greece, Spain and Italy. As an active 
person Jean maintained her independence in the family home with support that was 
given by neighbours, friends and local services. This enabled her to fulfil her personal 
goal of being free to move from room to room, complete jigsaws, read her books and 
keep her many mementos around her. Following a stroke Jean was well looked after 
in a care-home for the last few months of her life, and thanks goes to all the staff there. 
Jean truly was a lovely person, who'll no-doubt be very much missed over the months 
and years ahead by everyone who knew her.

Barry ASKIN aged 81 of Church Fenton. 
Funeral at St Mary’s Church Fenton on 16th August 2022
Barry was born 9th December 1940 in Lower Agbrigg, the third child of Richard & 
Annie. Barry was good at disappearing acts and always had a smart answer for 
everything and he seemed to impersonate the invisible man throughout his life. He 
loved to climb, he was strong, lean and agile, he’d climb trees and he’d clamber up 
drainpipes onto the roof of the family home with his Dad yelling at him to come down. 
He left school at the age of 15, and went to work serving petrol on the pumps at 
Andrassy’s on Bradford Road in Wrenthorpe. He married Patricia, the daughter of the 
owner of the garage, in 1964. His daughter, Penny was born in 1965, even though she 
believed he would have preferred a son - he would frequently buy miniature pick-up 
trucks, cars and motorbikes for birthday gifts; there was not a doll in sight. Barry 
enjoyed Clint Eastwood movies and he’d often be seen with a cigarette hanging out of 
his mouth (pretending it was a slim cigar) impersonating The Man With No Name – the 
character Clint Eastwood played. He continued working as a partner in the family 
business, Andrassys & Son; they were some of the happiest days of his working life. He 
worked as a mechanic on cars, bikes, trucks, anything with a motor. He could turn his 
hand to mending almost anything and was often on call at night for breakdowns and 
for accidents. In 1982 Barry and Patricia had a major change, leaving the family 
business and buying Bridgefoot Guest House in Thornton Le Dale. When Pat & Barry 
were divorced, Barry stayed on at the guesthouse and managed as best he could. He 
later married Rosemary. He had a good sense of humour, and was able to mimic 
people accurately, and had a gift for making people laugh.

Dianne Maria GREEN aged 71 of Willow Rise, Tadcaster. 
Funeral at St Mary’s Tadcaster and at York Crematorium on 25th August 2022
Dianne was born in Tadcaster and lived for most of her childhood on Auster Bank; she 
also attended school in Tadcaster. When she left school, she worked for a while on the 
petrol pumps at Hall’s Garage by the bridge and that was where she met John who 



drove for Richard Rooke and who she soon married. She expressed a desire to 
become a nurse which, knowing her caring attitude through life, would have been an 
ideal career for her. But it was never to be. Dianne was always interested in flowers 
and floristry became her great hobby as well as her work; she ran the florist’s shop 
initially at Country Corner and later at Evergreens on High Street. It was a passion 
which never seemed to leave her as there were regularly flowers left at the gate on 
Willow Rise for passers-by to take. Her life was never easy, especially in the early years, 
but she took pride in all she did. She and her friend Pauline would jump in the back of 
a red pick-up to take them to the farm to pick potatoes all day – in the days when there 
were no mechanical aids to make the back-breaking work any easier. She met many 
friends through her work and she kept in touch with several of them over the years. 
For days out and short breaks, she really loved going to Filey and spent lots of time at 
Primrose Valley Holiday Park. Dogs were also an important part of her life and she was 
often seen out walking them in the local area. Dianne was someone who was always 
available and keen to lend a hand to anyone in their hour of need. She voluntarily 
helped the many people who were affected by the flooding in Tad in 2015, lending a 
hand to clear up those who had lost so much and also in church when St Mary’s was 
under water. And she was so generous in keeping the volunteers in the town fed and 
watered; she found a way of persuading Costa to provide free drinks.

Peter James HODGSON aged 91 of Sedge Rise, Tadcaster
Service at St Mary's Tadcaster on 2nd September 2022
On Peter's 90th & 91st birthdays and again on his retirement social media was awash 
with reactions and comments of love and appreciation for Peter and his ministry. This 
was in addition to the many cards, phone calls and visits.  So it was no surprise that 
there was a similar outpouring on the news of his death, having endured a long illness.  
At Peter's request, at his service we resisted lingering on his love of the vast 
awesomeness and incredible geology of Scotland, or Iceland, a land of constant 
change and development; neither on his fascination with watches, time and 
navigation, nor his enjoyment of the flight simulator; not on his meticulous precision in 
building model boats nor the refreshment he found in the peace of the Yorkshire 
Wolds.  Instead we centred on  three things it was important to know about Peter; he 
was a father, a husband, and a Reader. He was immensely proud of his family and 
loved them deeply – his 3 children, 5 grandchildren, and 3 great grandchildren.  As for 
his wife Fay, how do you explain such an amazing partnership? - except maybe by 
saying they were soul mates. They complemented each other in so many ways and 
shared a love of so many things. It was as a Reader however that he touched the most 
lives. His pastoral care was second to none, ministering to people in Tadcaster and 
beyond at birth and at death and at every stage in between. He did as much of his 
work in the aisles at Sainsbury as in the aisles of St Mary's, where he was also greatly 
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loved and respected. He made the Christian faith accessible to all, talking about God's 
generous love, amazing grace, and costly forgiveness. He described Jesus' mission on 
the cross as 'absorbing the sins of the world', our failures and our defeats. But above all 
he wanted people to know that God was with them in all the messiness of life.  
Alongside us in whatever life throws at us – not just in our head as a religious theory, 
but in our hearts in a deep and real relationship with us if only we let Him. And he saw 
that as true in death as much as in life. His epitaph reads, “Alive in Christ' – reflecting his 
belief that in our endings there are new beginnings.

Renee Winifred DANIEL aged 84. 
Funeral at St Mary’s Tadcaster followed by York Crematorium on 14th September 
2022.
Renee was born on the 25th May 1938 in Clifton, York as one of seven children, and 
spent her childhood in the area. On leaving school, she went to work at Rowntree's, 
where she first worked on the truffle conveyor. To her family's delight Renee used to 
bring home bags of chocolate mis-shapes for them to enjoy. Renee met her to-be 
husband 'Dougy' at a roller skating rink in York and romanced blossomed, with the 
couple getting married in 1960. They then moved to Tadcaster and Renee lived in the 
same home for just over sixty years. Renee and Dougy went on to have two children 
together: Danny and Stephen. Three grandchildren followed: Hannah, Finley, and 
Harley. Whilst living in Tadcaster, Renee worked for a time at Broadacres' flower and 
gardening nursery; and then at Tadcaster Grammar School as a cleaner from the mid 
1970s, continuing there until she was around 70, even whilst her own children and 
grandchildren went to the school. In her spare time Renee used to make the most 
wonderful 'cricket teas' for the John Smiths Brewery Cricket Team, which Dougy played 
for. She loved to dance, play bingo and follow football, supporting her own children 
playing when they were younger and being especially fond of Leeds United. With 
Dougy being the one-time manager of the Tadcaster Albion FC Sunday Team Renee 
got involved there too. She also enjoyed many overseas holidays, with Benidorm and 
Turkey being favourite destinations. Above all else, Renee loved her family, and was a 
devoted wife, mum, and grandma, as well as a being a good friend to so many. She 
was someone who had a bubbly, lively personality, loved a joke and some banter, and 
who was kind and generous.

Cyril Edward CONROY aged 93. 
Funeral at St Mary’s Tadcaster followed by York Crematorium on 19th September 
2022.
Cyril was never keen on his name, preferring to be called Squib, Skip, Uncle Squirrel. 
His dad died when he was 10, just as WW2 started. The family home was opposite 
John Smith’s and Cyril started work there aged 14. He was called up for army service 
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with the West Yorks Regiment and was stationed in Malaysia and Singapore before 
returning home in 1948 and resuming work at the Brewery. Cyril met Maureen at 
Magnets Sports Club in 1952 when she was playing cricket for the ladies team and he 
was umpiring. They were married in Boston Spa in 1957, leaving the church under an 
archway of cricket bats! Two daughters were born over the next few years. Sport was 
central to Cyril’s life, with the Magnets Club being a big part of his world. The whole 
family were involved with supporting both home and away, and making cricket teas. 
When he was unable to play football or cricket, he took up bowls…and when he could 
no longer do that, he watched it all on Sky Sports! Cyril also loved music, owning an 
extensive collection of 78 records and later 45s, favourites including Harry Secombe, 
Mario Lanza, Jim Reeves and Brass Band music. He also loved jokes, especially when 
he received a new joke book for a birthday or Christmas. Cyril and Maureen were 
married for 65 years, receiving a card from the Queen on their 60th Wedding 
Anniversary. They enjoyed wonderful holidays together, firstly with the girls in 
Scarborough and Blackpool, and later travelling to the USA, Canada and many 
European countries. In 1992 they took atrip to the Far East where Cyril enjoyed 
revisiting the places he had served in the army. He worked for 43 years at John Smith’s, 
taking early retirement at the age of 57, enabling him to look after his grandson part 
time. They enjoyed playing together and watching Disney videos. In his latter years, 
Cyril suffered from ill health, but always retained his sense of humour. Each month he 
would look in the Focus magazine in order, as he said, to check that he was still alive! 
He would never have imagined, at the end, that he would have been sharing his 
funeral day with Queen Elizabeth II.

Kathleen Hilda KITSON aged 83. 
Funeral at St Mary’s Tadcaster followed by York Crematorium on 22nd September 
2022.
Kath was born in Bridlington on 10th November 1938. From the age of seven, she 
grew-up in an orphanage with her sisters, Betty and Margaret, and then as a young 
woman moved to York to work at Rowntree's. Kath met her to-be husband, Geoff, at a 
friend's wedding and they were married themselves in 1961. They went on to have 
three children: John, Ann, and Jane. And later grandchildren: Christopher, Matthew, 
Scott, Jessica, and Cameron. Later-still, Kath enjoyed more family additions, with Great-
grandchildren: Evie, Lilly, Phobe, and Emily; Violet, and Finley, finally coming along.
In her younger days, Kath worked in a number of jobs at different times: Rowntrees, 
Stutton Road Chip shop, a cleaner at a local dental surgery; and at Calcaria House 
Community Centre where she also spent lots of time socialising. She also worked as a 
'dinner lady' at Tadcaster Grammar School, and as a 'packer' at Thorp Arch Lending 
Library. In the late 1950's Kath passed her driving test, after taking it seven times! And 
in the same year, learnt to swim as well! Sadly, Kath's husband Geoff, died in 2008, but 
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not before sharing nearly 50 years of married life together, and Kath lived in the same 
home for around 60 years. The couple enjoyed lots of holidays together, with Kath 
flying for the first time when they visited Jersey for their 25th Wedding Anniversary, 
and then places around the world. Kath enjoyed playing darts, bingo and dominoes. 
In more recent years, Kath also formed a special friendship with Colin, with them 
spending lots of wonderful time together. Kath was a cheeky, smiley, and fun person 
who was full of love, laughter, and giggles, and who was also very family orientated. 
She will be missed.

Raymond Anthony GREEN aged 39 of Wighill Garth, Tadcaster. 
Funeral at York Crematorium on 28th September 2022
Raymond was born on 15th January 1983 in Norfolk.  He joined the Green family as a 
foster child six-months later. He was known variously as Raymond, Raymondo, 
Raybob, or Bertie (as his late brother Stephen nicknamed him) or Ray as most people 
knew him at Wighill Garth. Despite a poor health prognosis, the family always said he 
was Raymond first and his disabilities came second. Anne, Geoff and the family tried 
to make sure he went everywhere possible that he wanted: down coal mines or slate 
mines in Wales, visiting zoos, an otter park, going on caravan holidays, multiple visits 
to war museums and coach holidays to visit football stadiums in Barcelona, tulip fields 
in Holland and his first plane ride to Magaluf. Raymond had a quite unique sense of 
humour and an infectious personality. The family were told from an early stage that 
Ray would probably never talk or that he might just repeat parrot-fashion what he 
heard others saying! However, anyone who got to know him will know that Ray could 
talk for England, most especially about football: his knowledge of Leeds United was 
exceptional, recalling the smallest details of matches and any and all information 
about the club going back years. Leeds United just flowed out from him - Leeds was 
his life. On the day that Ray was legally adopted in 1987, Ray was asked by the judge 
if he wanted to be adopted by Mr and Mrs Green: “Of course I do,” Raymond replied, 
“they are all my family,” and Green became his surname.
Raymond had a passion for collecting certain objects: model cars, over 100 ties, shirts 
(9 which still had the tags on) his PlayStation 4, (1 at Wighill and 1 at home) and over 
40 football games. Of course, his main passion was for his beloved Leeds United.  His 
stone in Billy Bremner Square reads “Raymond Green, Leeds for life”.



RAINBOW THROUGH THE RAIN

Finding friendship in bereavement

‘Rainbow Through the Rain’ meets each third Tuesday in the month at the 
Tadcaster Sunday School between 2.00 and 3.30pm. It is a time to drop in 

and have a cup of tea, coffee and biscuits in friendly surroundings with 
others who have been bereaved; some recently, others maybe a little 
longer, but feel the need to be amongst understanding friends. It is 

sometimes an opportunity just to have a change from staying at home.

We are not counsellors, there is no-one to preach, to tell you how you 
should be feeling. If you want to talk there are people who will listen, two 

members are trained in bereavement listening and a member of our clergy 
sometimes attends. It is somewhere just to relax and to be with others 

who will understand and are in a similar situation. 
There is a quiet area for prayer and to light a candle. We also have a wide 

range of books for loan and prayer cards.

If you think this would help you through a painful and sometimes lonely 
time, or if you know someone who you think this could help, please come 

along or telephone 01937 530735 for more information.
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LENDING A HELPING HAND

20 Kirkgate, Tadcaster - Tel: 01937 530288
Email: tadcastersteppingstone@gmail.com

www.tadcastersteppingstone.webs.com

We can help YOU get from where you are
to where you want to be.

Problems or queries, large or small, 
we can help you get the information you need 

and set you off on the right path

Job Search C.V. Assistance

Housing Problems Health Issues

Debt Management Local information

and much more

Opening Times:

Tuesday & Thursday
9.30am - 12.30pm

Registered Charity no. 1101558

Stepp i ng  S tone



CONTACT INFORMATION
SUNDAY SCHOOL John Horton
BOOKINGS Tel: 07768386938

PCC TREASURERS
(Tadcaster) Graham Rowett North Holme, Inholmes Lane, Tadcaster LS24 9JS

Tel: 01937 833443 email: GRowett1@outlook.com
(Newton Kyme) Tony Dawson Manor Farm, Toulston, Tadcaster LS24 9ND

Tel: 01937 833219
(Kirkby Wharfe) John Fielden The White House, Kirkby Wharfe LS24 9DD

Tel: 01937 831913 email: johnfielden1@btopenworld.com
(Chuch Fenton) Kim Bull email: kim@croftfarmhouse.net

SAFEGUARDING OFFICER Jane McGuinness email: tadbenefice.safeguarding@gmail.com

GIFT AID SECRETARY Steve West 28 Golf Links Crescent, Tadcaster LS24 9HG
Tel: 01937 835098 email: west28glc@btinternet.com
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Your knowledgeable and professional Estate Agent
established in Tadcaster in 1978

Sales, Property letting and full management service
from prominent town centre office

www.bartles.co.uk 

1 Bridge Street, Tadcaster LS24 9AW
Telephone: 01937 833692




